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'...you were lifeless and He gave you life, then He will make you
die, then make you live again. [2:28]

In this context, 'life' refers to the ability to sense and move, and
'death’ refers to its cessation. Some of the existent entities do not even
possess the ability of sensing and movement. They merely possess the
capability of growth as in the case of trees and vegetables. 'Life’ is
attributed to them as well in a limited sense (of growing), and as opposed
to this, their 'death’ is to lose the ability to grow. In this sense, the Holy
Qur’an has used the words 'life' and 'death' in the following verse:
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'...how He brings the dead earth back to life. [30:50]".
These degrees of life are confined to humankind, the animal kingdom
and the vegetable kingdom. No other species of creation possesses these

qualities of life. Therefore, idols made of stones are referred to in the
Qur’an as
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'- dead, having no life_ [16:21]

Nevertheless, inorganic matters too have a special (though very
limited) element of 'life', which is necessary to the concept of existence. It
is due to this element of 'life' that the Holy Qur’an says:
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'...And there is not a single thing that does not extol His purity
and praise. [17:44]

This analysis also explains why 'death' in the above verse has been
mentioned before 'life'. The reason seems to be that death or
non-existence is the state that comes before life. In other words,
everything that came into existence was in the beginning in a state of
lifelessness or non-existence, then it was awarded life.

Another explanation of mentioning 'death’ before 'life' could be that
the verse itself has declared that the purpose of creating human death
and life is 'test’,
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